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The nationwide rollout of Japan’s electronic prescription system in 2023 marked a major milestone in
healthcare digital transformation. By replacing paper-based prescriptions, e-prescriptions promise enhanced
safety, efficiency, and patient convenience. However, challenges such as dual management with paper
prescriptions, disparities in patient access, and contingency handling during system failures remain. This article
reviews the significance and current status of e-prescriptions, discusses operational challenges including
disaster preparedness, and considers the outlook for the next five years, highlighting their potential as a
fundamental healthcare information infrastructure.
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