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Although the importance of coronary microvascular dysfunction (CMD) in patients with chest pain and
nonobstructive coronary arteries has been emerging, their pathogenesis and prognostic implications remains to
be elucidated. Shimokawa and colleagues have previously reported several key molecules in the pathogenesis
of CMD and the epidemiology of the disorders. However, standardization of diagnostic process and improving
public understanding of this elusive disorders are needed for further investigation of CMD. Thus, the Japanese
Association of CMD (J-CMD) has been established to facilitate the research and practice of CMD in Japan with
16 leading institutes.
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