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The Japan breast cancer screening program has some defects. They are insufficient financial
resources for breast cancer screening and no centralization of breast cancer screening programs. In
addition, there is no evidence to reduce breast cancer mortality in Japan even though 22 years have
passed since Japan implemented screening mammography. The sensitivity of screening mammography
alone was 47% for asymptomatic Japanese women aged 40-49 years. This population also has an
elevated risk of breast cancer, and their dense breast tissues result in a lower sensitivity of
mammography, due to the masking effect. That is why | do not think current Japan breast cancer
screening program is best. The best way to solve the problems is to implement an organized breast
cancer screening program supported by Japanese government with sufficient financial resources. The
next-generation Japan breast cancer screening program should introduce breast cancer awareness
campaign for improving breast cancer literacy of Japanese women and a risk-stratified breast cancer
screening program based on an organized breast cancer screening program so that it may become an
optimal program based on scientific evidence with decreasing breast cancer mortality and high
participation rate.
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