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Forensic pathologists carried out social mission and responsibility, applying the principles and
knowledge of medical science in the field of law. The medico-legal investigation of death is the top priority
in their specialty. Forensic autopsy is the main duty and involves the collection of evidence from the
deceased to determine the cause and manner of death. Over the past several decades, autopsy imaging
has rapidly spread to the forensic field. Autopsy imaging, which is a non-destructive inspection method,
takes advantage of investigating difficult-to-reach areas, especially the upper neck, during autopsy.
However, whole-body postmortem imaging alone is still misleading in terms of the determination of the
manner and cause of death, even if new findings on autopsy imaging have been obtained by comparing
with findings on autopsy in the early 21st century. Although interpretation of autopsy imaging is still
essential for forensic patholosgists, the significance of autopsy imaging prior to forensic autopsy might be
reconsider due to cost and securing human resources. Soon, it might not be always necessary to install
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the CT device in the department of forensics.
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